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ROOFTOP ARTIST RESIDENCIES
The members of the European Creative Rooftop Network are organising 18
transdisciplinary Rooftop Artist Residencies over the course of the summer of 2022. The
18 artists were selected following an Open Call inviting artists who live and work in the 9
European cities of the ECRN [Amsterdam, Antwerp, Barcelona, Belfast, Chemnitz, Faro,
Gothenburg, Nicosia, Rotterdam] to travel in one of the other 8 European cities of the
network and develop artwork related to… Rooftops!

For more information on the ECRN visit ecrn.city

EIGHT WEEKS RESIDENCIES
The 18 artists of various disciplines and creative backgrounds were granted a funded
residency of 8 weeks in one of our partner-cities of the ECRN.
Every artist selected has committed to:
●

●

Dedicate 8 weeks for the Rooftop Artist Residency which will be split in three
phases: 5 weeks of research working online + minimum of 2 weeks of residency
in a host ECRN city (to be agreed with the ECRN partner) + 1 week of feedback
and follow up.
Produce 2 outputs:
A. Develop a Rooftop Art Project in the host city and publicly
present it (during an event or festival)
B. Develop a Creative Rooftop Course for the local creative
community of their city of origin and conduct it after the end
of the Rooftop Artist Residency
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RESIDENCY OUTPUT A: ROOFTOP ART PROJECT
The 18 artists are invited to re-imagine, reflect and/or speculate through their medium of
art projects about the present and/or the future of European rooftops! The research and
preparation for the residency will begin before travelling to the host city through online
communication with the ECRN partner. When the artists will be in their host city they will
be connected with the local context and local community with the support of the local
ECRN partner and they will develop an artistic Rooftop project over the course of their
Residency.
The Rooftop Art Projects may take the form of performances, community projects, spatial
interventions, photographic collections, storytelling, sculptures, visual art or creative
research. The Rooftop Art Projects will be on the one hand inspired by the roofscape of
the host city and the Rooftop Thematic proposed by the host city and on the other hand
linked to an aspect, a theme, a narrative or a research question regarding the roofscape
of the ECRN city of origin.

RESIDENCY OUTPUT B: CREATIVE ROOFTOP COURSE
Following the finalisation of the Rooftop Art Project, the selected artists will develop a
Creative Rooftop Course that will be later addressed to the local creative community of
their city of origin.
The Creative Rooftop Course may take the form of a participatory workshop or other
demonstration of the methodology and artistic practises used during the Rooftop Artist
Residency. The aim of the Creative Rooftop Course should be on the one hand to inspire
other creatives from the local artistic community in engaging with the urban space of
rooftops and on the other hand to share with other artists their specific insights from
their experience, their methods, their artistic practice, their exploration tools, and the
influence of working in another city.

CITY TRIO GROUPS
The ECRN cities are grouped in 3 CITY Trios and are exploring different themes and
approaches for the Rooftop Artist Residencies. Artist exchange can only happen between
cities that are in the same Trio.
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TRIO A: AMSTERDAM-BARCELONA-GOTHENBURG
THEME: URBAN LIVABILITY AND GENTRIFICATION
Today 15 - 35% of Europe’s urban area is underused – the much-forgotten
roofscape of the cities. In the ECRN residency program in Amsterdam, Barcelona
and Gothenburg, we are exploring how rooftop surfaces can have another destiny
than to be mere commercial spaces or private recreational gardens. In a time
where the privatisation of public services and spaces are on the rise and ongoing
gentrification often is a threat of displacement to low-income citizens, the
residency program aims to visualise different futures and potentials of Europe’s
most underused urban areas. By inviting artists to produce site-specific
experimental and process-based projects at selected rooftops, the residency
program aims to explore new ways of activating and envisioning these spaces
through artistic practice.
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ARTISTS
CLAUDIO RITFLED
Based in AMSTERDAM > Residency in BARCELONA 08- 24/07/2022
Claudio Ritfeld built his professional career as a self-taught all-round artist across
a wide spectrum from visual art to performance, and directing to curating.
Currently studying at DAS Theatre, a Master's program for research-based
artistic practices. Ritfeld devoted his research to the question "How can I make
visual art perform?". His artistic training began in 2005 at theatre company 020,
under the supervision of choreographer Maxi Hill. His practice has since
developed from dance to writing, composing to curating and directing.
instagram: @claudio_ritfeld
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WES MAPES
Based in AMSTERDAM > Residency in GOTHENBURG Sept 5-16 (tentative) 2022
Wes Mapes (b. 1982, Oakland, United States) is a mixed-media artist. He
currently lives and works in Amsterdam. His practice is multifaceted and includes
painting, sculpture, installation and musical composition and performance. Mapes
creates monumental, multi-part works that invite reflection and contemplation.
His works are inspired by many influences, ranging from postcolonial theory,
alternative historical models, mathematics vernacular, building technology,
modern architecture and Pan-African identity.
Mapes has exhibited in solo and group shows. He holds a BA in Communication
Studies from California State University, Long Beach and an MA in Art and Design
from the Sandberg Institute, Amsterdam.
instagram: @wesmapesstudio
website: https://sandberg.nl/graduation2019/wes-mapes
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ARIADNA PEYA
Based in BARCELONA > Residency in AMSTERDAM 25/7-05/8/2022
Ariadna Peya is passionate about movement and creation. Being deeply inspired
by the diversity of forms of body expression, created her necessity to learn
different dance styles and travel in order to know how people move around the
world. As an artist, having her roots in live performance, She has been working a
lot as a choreographer for live shows, specially musical theatre like SPRING
AWAKENING and MAREMAR by Dagoll Dagom. She has her own company with
her sister Clara Peya (pianist and composer) Les Impuxibles, that fuses live
music and movement. She's the creator and performer in all the company's
projects. Through years of exploration she has developed her own dance style
that fuses specially contemporary with urban styles. As based on creativity it is
very powerful, expressive, sensitive and has a personal touch.
instagram: @ariadnapeya
website: ariadnapeya.com
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FRANCO FASOLI
Based in BARCELONA > Residency in GOTHENBURG 22/8-11/9/2022
Born in Buenos Aires in 1981, Franco Fasoli (also known as Jaz) is one of the
best known and most talented artists on the Argentinian scene. A stage designer
and muralist, the art of Fasoli, who began using the streets as a canvas at the
end of the 1990s, is influenced by his lifelong study of ceramics and the
Argentinian capital’s iconic fileteado technique. One of the most striking aspects
of his work is its exploration of materials and scale. From large-format paintings
in public spaces through to smaller works on bronze and paper, his art feeds on
the fluctuation of contexts and resources.
instagram: @francofasolijaz
website: https://francofasoli.com/
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SARA LÄNNERSTRÖM
Based in GOTHENBURG > Residency in AMSTERDAM 25/7 - 5/8/2022
"Spilling out from a constant stream of expression, Sara Lännerström's art takes
on many forms such as drawing, film, performance, installations, text, or animal
costumes. "The public performance becomes concentrated nodes which in turn
bifurcate, becoming new flows." Lännerström works around recurring themes of
nature, animals, the rustic and the homey, where overgrown, unruly, and erosive
forces threaten order and boundaries. With enchantment and a touch of terror
we are drawn into Sara Lännerström's playful and convoluted imagination."
Sara Lännerström is based in Gothenburg. Most recent works are KRPM and
Tellustemplet, both temporary/semi permanent public sculptures placed in the
big parking lot, Backaplan, Gothenburg. Lännerström is building her sculptures
mostly out of recycled material such as wood, bricks or corrugated sheets.
website: www.saralannerstrom.com
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MERSIHA MESSIHA
Based in GOTHENBURG > Residency in BARCELONA 08- 24/07/2022
Hailed as "a strange creature that pushes the boundaries of body movement and
defines new spaces of non- verbal theatre” (Irfan Hošić, art historian), mersiha
messiha aka Mesihović or CIRCUITDEBRIS is an artist born in Mostar, Bosnia and
Herzegovina & currently based between Gothenburg, Sweden - Brooklyn, NY Mostar. Messiha works with body, sound, improvisation, immediacy and radical
imagination as primary means of communication. Her research deepens the
interconnectedness of the moving body and social structures, spatializing
modalities in performance that rupture the binary of mind/body, nature/culture,
spirit/material and dismantle oppressive structures & hegemonic thought.
instagram: @mersihamessiha / @circuitdebris
website: mersihamessiha.live
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TRIO B: ANTWERP-CHEMNITZ-FARO
THEME: SUSTAINABILITY
Sustainability in an urban context linked to engagement with local communities.
In a broad and conceptual sense, we want to challenge artists to think of
rooftops as spaces for community meetings in a strong sustainable way. The
recent pandemic crisis has brought new dimensions to our homes. Rooftops are a
part of our community space. Therefore, it is the intention of the ECRN
(European Creative Rooftop Network) to show that these rooftops can also be
spaces for artistic creation and dissemination, always having space as a meeting
place as a guiding principle. The challenge for artists and creators is to bring
people up and look at their city from another perspective.
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ARTISTS
EMANUELE DAINOTTI
Based in ANTWERP > Residency in CHEMNITZ 03/06-18/06/2022
Emanuele Dainotti. (b. 1987 in Milano, Italy. Lives and works between Antwerpen
and Milano) is an artist and filmmaker. Recent exhibitions and festivals include:
Museum of the Moving Image (USA); Museu de Arte Moderna do Rio de Janeiro
(Brazil);
Het Nieuwe InsMtuut (Netherlands); Haus der Kulturen der Welt
(Germany); Beursschouwburg (Belgium); Rencontres InternaMonales Paris/Berlin
(France); Tel Aviv Museum of Art (Israel); Museu Nacional de Arte
Contemporânea (Portugal); Reykjavík InternaMonal Film FesMval (Iceland);
Hudson Valley MOCA (USA).
instagram: @lelevdc
website: dainottisette.wixsite.com/emanueledainotti
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KEVIN TRAPPENIERS
Based in ANTWERP > Residency in FARO 11/06-25/06/2022
Belgian artist Kevin Trappeniers develops a stilled, visual, physical and often
wordless artistic language in detailed, sensate work at the intersection of
performing arts and visual arts. Trappeniers moves freely between disciplines,
and mixes them together in transdisciplinary visual and performative work, both
in theatres and in situ in the public space.
His art language is composed of objects, images, light, sound, and body. As
important as the presence of these elements, is the void between them.
Minimalism constitutes his form of language. Trappeniers researches in his work
content wise connections, or the lack thereof, between groups of humans. How
do and can (larger) groups of people relate to each other and connect?
facebook: @Kevin.Trappeniers
instagram: @kevin.trappeniers
vimeo: vimeo.com/kevintrappeniers
website: www.kevintrappeniers.be
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HENRIKE SCHMITZ
Based in CHEMNITZ > Residency in ANTWERP 04/09-18/09/2022
Henrike Schmitz studied textile and surface design at the Kunsthochschule
Weißensee Berlin and at the Swedish School of Textiles in Borås. She cooperated
with institutions, associations and collectives such as the STFI e.V., Klub Solitaer
e.V. and Para.
In her work and research, she is primarily concerned with the connection
between man and machine in a certain cultural location via the material in its
spacial articulation and its haptical agency.
instagram: @henrike.schmitz
website: henrikeschmitz.com
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PETER PIEK
Based in CHEMNITZ > Residency in FARO 11/06-25/06/2022
Peter, born in Karl-Marx-Stadt (Chemnitz), working in Leipzig, is a painter,
songwriter, writer and performance artist.
facebook: @peterpiek
instagram: @peterpiek
website: peterpiek.com
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CAROLINA CANTINHO
Based in FARO > Residency in ANTWERP 04/09-18/09/2022
Carolina has been working for over 15 years as a contemporary dance teacher,
performer, and choreographer, collaborating with different creators and
institutions. In 2020, she co-founded CAMADA Centro Coreográfico, in Faro Portugal, and has been its artistic director.
She holds a Master in Contemporary Choreographic Creation (Escola Superior de
Dança de Lisboa, 2012). Since then, she has been developing her work as an
independent choreographer, performing most of her works.
facebook: @carolinacantinhodance
instagram: @carolinacantinho
youtube: carolcantinho
website: carolinacantinho.pt
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RACHEL RAMIREZ
Based in FARO > Residency in CHEMNITZ 03/06-18/06/2022
Rachel has graduated in Fine Art Printmaking from the London College of
Printing, Central St. Martins and the Royal College of Art. She completed her PhD
(research led model) in Art & Design at the Fine Art Faculty, University of Porto,
Portugal in 2014. Her artworks explore the concept of ‘nature’ and its relationship
with human beings. Rachel produces limited editions and unique pieces including
artists books, printed collages and installations. Aromas are often an integral
element of her installations. Three dimensional specimens of flora, fauna and
occasionally man-made objects provide the basis for her printmaking.
instagram: @rachelramirezprints
website: www.rachelramirezprints.com
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TRIO C: BELFAST-NICOSIA-ROTTERDAM
THEMES
GEOPOLITICS
The cities of Belfast, Rotterdam and Nicosia deal with different elements of
physical segregation that disrupt the continuity of public spaces and prevent the
development of cohesive community life. The river Nieuwe Maas in Rotterdam,
the Peace Walls in Belfast and the Green Line (a.k.a the UN Buffer Zone) in
Nicosia preserve physical, social and mental barriers in these urban territories.
On the rooftops you can oversee the physical barriers clearly; the perfect place
to reflect on the themes connected to geopolitics.

EMIGRATION
Emigration in Europe in the last centuries has created different population shifts
and social amalgams that are reflected in our cities. The cities of Belfast, Nicosia
and Rotterdam are the homes to people who originate from different parts of the
world and who shape the future of the city as well. Belfast and Rotterdam also
share a history as harbour cities from which thousands of Europeans shipped off
to the New World. How can we use the vantage point of a rooftop to reflect on
these topics and the changes our cities have undergone?

ROOFTOP SENSATION /FEEL

A 360 degree view of the horizon, room to breathe and only muffled sounds of
the city below. The experience of being on a rooftop can have a physical effect on
city dwellers: valuable, yet hard to measure or define. Like a walk on the beach.
We are interested in exploring how the experience of ‘being on a rooftop’ (from a
communal, individual and/or animal standpoint) can be utilised in urban planning
and architecture, as a lens through which we design urban environments to
better serve the needs of those who inhabit them. How can we make ‘that
rooftop feeling’ work for us?
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ARTISTS
SHIRO MASUYAMA
Based in BELFAST > Residency in NICOSIA 28/6-12/7/2022
Shiro’s artistic practice
ranges from performance to sculpture, installation,
photography and video. His art projects have been influenced by his educational
background as an architect which mainly manifests as site-specific architectural
interventions and socially engaged art.
facebook: @artistshiromasuyama
instagram: @ozingerm
website: www.shiromasuyama.net
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MAIDIE VAN DEN BOS
Based in ROTTERDAM > Residency in NICOSIA 28/6-12/7/2022
Maidie as an artist and entrepreneur, builds sensory installations with flavour and
scent at its core. She also creates workshops that envelope the body, activate
our senses and connect with natural surroundings.
facebook: @foretatelier
instagram:@foretatelier
website: foretatelier.com
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IACOVOS LOIZOU
Based in NICOSIA > Residency in ROTTERDAM 23/5-6/6/2022
Iacovos is an emerging artist with an educational background in Urban Planning
and Urban Design. His artistic work is an amalgamation of his urban studies
background and creativity. The outcome is a polished marriage of text, bold
colours and comic style characters, which is more associated with street art than
fine art. Through his work, Iacovos hopes to better understand how art can be a
visual communication tool to influence urban and cultural change.
facebook: @iacovos.loizou
instagram: @theoriginal_mrkok
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NURTANE KARAGIL
Based in CYPRUS > Residency in BELFAST (September 2022)
Nurtane is a multi-disciplinary artist and she is working as a part-time university
lecturer. She collaborates with different NGOs that work with ecology and human
rights, she creates workshops or curricula for participants to engage with their
surroundings. Addressing inequalities, patriarchal rule, alienating and destructive
environmental environments, and limitations became instrumental in the creative
process. She uses the power of memory, dreams, and surreal fantasies to react
to the situations that we are all in.
instagram: @nurtane
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PATRICK J O’REILLY
Based in BELFAST > Residency in ROTTERDAM 23/5-6/6/2022
Having trained at the Le Coq International school in Paris, Patrick is an award
winning writer and Artistic Director with Tinderbox theatre company in Belfast,
Northern Ireland. He employs play as a methodology in the creation of
contemporary performances, specialist training courses for emerging artists, and
programmes for communities and participants to discover their creative potential.
Patrick has directed the critically acclaimed Ubu the King, Natural Disaster, The
Man Who Fell to Pieces, Ignition, the polyvocal collaboration between Northern
Ireland and Croatia; What We’re Made Of, Hubert and the Yes Sock and Famla
for Tinderbox Theatre Company.
facebook: @tinderboxtheatre
instagram: @tinderboxtheatreco
website: www.tinderbox.org.uk
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OMID KHEIRABADI
Based in ROTTERDAM > Residency in BELFAST (September 2022)
Omid’s area of research is humorously and confidently rooted in first-hand
experiences and questions of global disparity in economics and legal status. He
tackles questions of European (Western) hegemony, economic disparities, power,
(artistic) labor, immigration, and discrimination head-on. His constant
questioning of the State’s mechanisms of denial and distancing of the middle
classes from the mechanisms of production yields interesting work.
INSTA: @omid.kheirabadi
WEBSITE: www.nomadhouse.nl
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